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ORPHANED native animals were a hit with a
group of Busselton Senior High School students
when they joined them in a classroom at
Wonnerup House.
Under the guidance of Conservation Volunteers

officer Kate Montgomery the students were taking
part in the environmental group’s Earth Assist pro-
gram.
Over the week they cleared litter and conducted a

marine debris survey at Preston Beach, did hand-
weeding on Wonnerup Beach, visited Bunbury’s
Dolphin Discovery Centre, Ambergate Reserve
and the community nursery.
“Some of the students have shown a real interest,

especially in the animals,” Kate said.
“The aim is to introduce them to situations and

people they wouldn’t normally be exposed to.”
At Wonnerup House DEC officer and FAWNA

member Peter Vickridge talked about the diverse
range on native animals in the South West, includ-
ing many the students were unfamiliar with.
He then introduced a phascogale, a brush-tail pos-

sum and a pair of wallaby joeys which he has been
fostering, allowing the students to hold and inter-
act with the animals.

Native animals
join in classes

Cuddly: Alysha French nurses an orphaned
wallaby joey.  

Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed: DEC officer Peter
Vickrage with a brush-tail possum. 
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